43        THE LIFE  STORY OF A  BRAHMAN
However, this bringing home of the lad by his uncle, in
whatever way it is done, is the modern symbolic form of the
ancient Vedic Samdvartana, the return home of the student.
The boy is now a full Brahman, and accordingly inherits the
six privileges of a Brahman:l studying the Vedas, teaching
them, performing sacrifices for his own benefit, performing
them for the benefit of others, receiving alms, and also giving
alms.
Certain Brahmans, however, will not make use of some of
these privileges, which they consider derogatory ; for instance,
a Nagara will never act as a priest, or receive alms, a Nfigara
Brahman 2 will only consent to officiate as priest for Nagara,
and will only receive alms from them- An Audlca or a
Sarasvata Brahman, however, can officiate as priest and receive
alms without loss of dignity.
As a full Brahman, too, the boy will daily perform the
religious worship we shall describe later (ch. X).
After his return from his interrupted journey to Benares,
the goddesses, &c.3 are dismissed* A little rice is given to
them to send them away happy to their homes, and,they are
requested to return on another auspicious occasion.
Before the ceremony began, the wife of the Sun JRannti Devi
(or, as she is popularly called, Randela Mata) was probably
installed; she is generally represented by a picture stuck on
abhorrent to them is the very; idea of such cousins marrying, though it is
permissible in certain other districts. Sins differ geographically in India
as elsewhere, and the Brahmans themselves have a caustic little proverb
on the same subject which runs:
* In the Deccan Brahmans marry the daughters of their maternal
uncles,
In the East they eat fish,
In the North they eat meat,
In the West they drink water drawn up from the well in a leathern
bucket/
Showing that in each of the four corners of India the Brahmans do some-
thing which the strictly orthodox elsewhere would consider defiling and
caste-breaking.
1 Of these privileges, a Ksatriya has three: studying, sacrificing for his
own benefit, and giving alms,
a For thessake of those who do not know India it may be as well to
explain that a Nagara is of even higher standing than a NSgara BrShman,